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MARSHALLING FORCES AGAINST
THE MITE

Medical Entomology Centre, Nr. Cambridge
helps with research and advice on
House Dust Mite programme.

Dispatches, Channel 4
6 April 2006 9pm

Research and advice provided by Medical Entomology Centre, Shepreth, near Cambridge, has
helped with background information for Channel 4’s Dispatc hes programme on Asthma to be
screened this Thursday, 6 April at 9pm.

This week’s documentary ‘How To Beat Your Kid's Ast hma’ centres on the increasing
incidence of asthma and allergies that are affectin g our children. Referred to as the 21

century epidemic, they are estimated to account for 6% of all GP consultations.
Toby Wilkinson of Medical Entomology Centre, says:
“MEC and its university partners have been involved with the making of the programme from

the beginning, providing information on house dust mites, a major trigger and possible cause

of allergic disease, especially asthma.
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“House dust mites are not insects; they are more cl osely related to spiders and scorpions.
Their faecal pellets contain a number of potent all ergens that renders the house dust mite as

an urban pest.

“We monitored conditions within premises used in th e film, both before and after the
interventions and the results clearly illustrated t he advantages of taking action. It was really
rewarding to see the benefits to the health of the children.”

Medical Entomology Centre has been prominent in car rying out research on these microscopic
organisms and is one of the principle establishment s testing new products, fabrics and

treatments designed to rid the home of house dust m ites and their allergens.

NOTES TO EDITORS:
For further information about Medical Entomology Ce ntre and research into dust mites,
contact Toby Wilkinson on 01763 263011.

lllustrations of dust mites or access to laboratory filming can be arranged by contacting

the same number.
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